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I hereby certify that this correspondence and all marked 
attachments are being deposited with the United States £pstal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressetP>o: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, fijs. 
20231, on ^£ 




ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above- identified application. 
The fee has been calculated as shown below: 
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CLAIMS AS FILED 




CLAIMS 
REMAINING 
AFTER 
AMENDMENT 


HIGHEST NO. 
PREVIOUSLY 
PAID FOR 


PRESENT 
EXTRA 


RATE 


ADDITIONAL 
FEE 


Total Claims 


36 


— 20 


= 16 x 


$18 


= $288 


Independent Claims 


2 


— 3 


= 0 x 


$80 


= $0 








TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE 
FOR TfflS AMENDMENT 


$288 



(X) Return prepaid postcard. 

(X) A check in the amount of $288 is enclosed. 
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(X) Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or credit o 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 1-1410. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed 
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Stepften C. Jens^ 
Registration No. 35,556 
Attorney of Record 
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IMEC32.004C1 \* J>f PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ^ ' ^ * 



Applicant 
Appl. No. 
Filed 
For 

Examiner 



Vanhoof et al. 

09/696,836 

October 25, 2000 

INTERPROCESS 
COMMUNICATION 
PROTOCOL SYSTEM 

Unknown 



Group Art Unit Unknown 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the above-captioned application as 
follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please delete Claims 1-20. 

Please add the following new claims: 

12/23/8003 TDftfiEl bWWwi tlMO 0%%8^ " ~~ ~ T~ " " ~ 

41 . A method for defining a system specification for a digital system, said method 
360.00 Dfi , 




01/19/2001 
01 FC:103 



comprising the steps of: 

partitioning said system into a plurality of processes, each of the processes having 
f a defined behavior and each of the processes having at least one control thread; 

defining separately from said processes a single data independent data 
communication protocol for communication within said digital system and between said 
processes; 
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